




· We have come to the point in Paul’s “thank you” letter to the Philippian Church.
· He started this chapter with the description of what “this mind” is… the mind of Christ.

· “…this mind” was that although He was God in the flesh He took on the mantle of a servant.

· We are to have “this mind”, the mind of a servant, as we bend our knee in recognition of His lordship over us.


Phil 2:12-3:17
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 
14 Do all things without complaining and disputing,  15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain. 
· “Therefore” or for this reason, or for the above stated reasons,  “work  out” what God has work in.

· You could say work out to the fullest what God has placed with in you.


· The term is a mining term.  Miners unearth or expose what is already there.
Titus 3:4-7
4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
NKJV

1 Tim 6:11-12
11 But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. 12

“blameless”   “Smooth; nothing that you could hang a hook on.

17 Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 For the same reason you also be glad and rejoice with me. 


Encouragements and Commendations
Timothy Commended
19 But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, that I also may be encouraged when I know your state. 20 For I have no one like-minded, who will sincerely care for your state. 21 For all seek their own, not the things which are of Christ Jesus. 22 But you know his proven character, that as a son with his father he served with me in the gospel. 23 Therefore I hope to send him at once, as soon as I see how it goes with me. 24 But I trust in the Lord that I myself shall also come shortly. 
Epaphroditus Praised
25 Yet I considered it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker, and fellow soldier, but your messenger and the one who ministered to my need; 26 since he was longing for you all, and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick. 27 For indeed he was sick almost unto death; but God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 28 Therefore I sent him the more eagerly, that when you see him again you may rejoice, and I may be less sorrowful. 29 Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness, and hold such men in esteem; 30 because for the work of Christ he came close to death, not regarding his life, to supply what was lacking in your service toward me. 

· We live in a world that “esteems” no one but themselves, and does not hesitate to denigrate and trash those in authority or just a brother or sister in Christ.

· Weare told we are not to be that  way.

blameless

1 John 4:20-21
20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also. 
NKJV
INSTRUCTIONS ON PERSPECTIVE
All for Christ
3 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe. 
· Let it be know that our Father, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit and Paul had no problem with repeating themselves.

· It is our maturity in Christ that almost demands being told repeatedly.
If you have kids you get it, or will.

2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation! 
· These were the Judaizers which didn’t believe what Jesus stated on the cross… “it is finished!”
· They are still around… Word of Faith.  Prosperity Peaching. Excesses that take on many forms.  For the most part any teaching that advocates Jesus Christ + anything is in error.
SIDENOTE: If God wanted us all to have perfect health, then why didn’t Paul heal Epaphroditus?

Your perspective…
Earthward or heavenward?

3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, 4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 
7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ  9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 

· Why, or how could you walk away, and count as worthless everything that you have spent your life trying to achieve?
· your heritage? 
· your birthright?
· your inheritance?
· your status?
· your education?
· your hard fought “perfection”?

Perspective!
· It is either earthbound or heaven bound 

· Before Christ Paul would kill to preserve it…
· After Christ he would sacrifice his own life to lay ahold of that redemption, that mercy, righteousness by Grace through faith.

· That perspective is the only perspective that has eternal value!

Paul states why he, or we, should forsake everything…

10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

· This is exactly what Jesus prayed for us… 
John 17:1-4
17 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: "Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You,  2 as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him.  3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 
NKJV
“…you seek understanding?”
“I seek only you!”
“Then you already understand.” 

Ps 121:1-2
121 I will lift up my eyes to the hills —
From whence comes my help?
2 My help comes from the Lord,
Who made heaven and earth.
NKJV

