
· Peter has already spoken of…

· The permanence of our Living Hope…

· This “living hope” is our heavenly inheritance…

NOTE: again this hope is unchanging.  It is not the same as hoping things work out for you.  It is sure and eternal.

· In this we “rejoice” even if we are going through difficult times.  These difficult times are not eternal, but God’s Word is.

· Now understanding this salvation and  God’s grace given, prepares us for action 


PREPARE FOR ACTION

· We have a faith of action.
· It is an action determined based upon a hope that we have which  cannot be seen.
· Our hope is based upon “the grace” that is not yet seen but one day will be.
· We will receive the fullness of that Grace when Christ returns for us.
· Our actions are based upon a “living hope” in a living Savior… 

Our Salvation by Grace through faith!
1 Peter 1:10-2:12
10 Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you, 11 searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 12 To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven — things which angels desire to look into. 

· The Spirit spoke through the prophets things they themselves did not understand .

· The Spirit spoke and Jesus fulfilled… 

Again Paul wrote… 
2 Cor 1:19-22
19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us — by me, Silvanus, and Timothy — was not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes. 20 For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us. 21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, 22 who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 
NKJV
· “this salvation…”  What salvation? The only salvation provided to us by the vicarious suffering of Jesus Christ our Lord, and preached to us by the Holy Spirit of God.

There is no other!
1 Cor 12:3
3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 
NKJV
“…things which angels desire to look into.”

· This “salvation” which our flesh would disdain and profane is so wonderous, even the angles of God want to look into what it means!

Understanding Grace brings sobriety or gravity...
concerning…personal Holiness
Living Before God Our Father
13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy." 

· “therefore”… Prepare your minds.  Keep sober.  Fix your hope completely on the “Grace” that will be shown at His coming.

NOTE: One in ten verses in the New Testament speak of His coming!

· How do you do all this if you do not even believe in His imminent return, or that He is coming again at all?

· Why would you concern yourself “holiness” i.e. being separated unto God, if you don’t anticipate His promised return?


“…gird up the loins of your mind, be sober…”

· This is what would be called in martial arts as “the fighting stance”.   It is where one takes a stable position in preparedness for outside influences… a fight!

· The admonition to us is not to allow your thinking to be swayed by outside influences i.e. the flesh.


· When one is not “sober” they are said to be “under the influence” of something else.

CONCERNING FEAR…
17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you 21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

· If or since you call Him Abba, and you know that He judges impartially then…

Have some respect for Him! 
Mal 1:6
6 "A son honors his father, And a servant his master.
If then I am the Father,  Where is My honor?
And if I am a Master,  Where is My reverence?
Says the Lord of hosts
NKJV
Conduct yourself in fear
Matthew Meade the puritan writer wrote,
“ for that which a man doth lightly esteem, he will soon part with.”

· Fear is  reverential respect not terror. Fear in highly underrated and terror is highly overrated.

1 John 4:17-19
17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He first loved us. 
NKJV
I like the way the “New Living Translation” says it…
1 John 4:18-19
18 Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced his perfect love. 19 We love each other because he loved us first.
Holy Bible, New Living Translation ®, copyright © 1996, 2004 by Tyndale Charitable Trust. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers. All rights reserved. 

It is not your Value but His

…18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

· You cannot know the value or worth unless you consider the cost, i.e. the blood of Christ.

· The very cost of our salvation should bring a tremendous sense of reverential respect, and gravity to the grace provided us.

NOTE: It is possible to know the cost of something and know the value of nothing.

· We were not redeemed with anything in the known universe, but with that which the creator Himself provided; His own life.

Concerning Love and His Enduring  Word

22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever,  24 because "All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away, 25 But the word of the Lord endures forever." 
Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you. 

Since…22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, 
Then… love one another fervently with a pure heart,
Why?... Because 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever,  

Why?... 24 because "All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away, 25 But the word of the Lord endures forever." 

· Since you have been “born again” then There should be a since of gravity, or sobriety in our Love for one another, and a love for the Word of God.

· Peter encourages us to see the wonder of our salvation…


· Peter admonishes us to have sobriety concerning 
Personal holiness,
Fear,
Love for one another
And a Love for His Word








