INTRODUCTION: 
· 1st Peter was written between Paul’s first imprisonment and release and the fire in Rome, which in three years would lead to the martyr-dome of both.

· Peter was a man that we love to identify with because he was flawed and impetuous.

· He was old at this point, and he was the oldest of the apostles.  

· He was  a large, burly fishermen, and at this point, was an old large burly apostle of Christ…. This was not the man that you wanted to be chased by with a sword.

· Peter’s religious education would have started around the age of 6 years old and his  apprenticeship at age 9.

· The level of Peter’s revelation; things which he had seen and heard, would have been second to none… the deaf, the blind, the crippled, the lepers, the demoniacs all being healed.  The wine, the fish, the feedings, the transfiguration, walking on water, the dead being raised and much, much more.

· In spite  of all this we have one of the most detailed accounts, of a man called of God, failing, than any other beside King David, and yet they are known as men who loved God.

· You want to “identify” with Peter?  I suggest that you are just like Peter!

· You know forgiveness and the Father (through Peter’s pen) wants us to know…


The Permanence of our Living Hope.
1 Peter 1:1-13
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,
To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 

· Paul wrote about faith.  Peter wrote about hope.  John wrote about Love… FAITH HOPE AND LOVE
1 Cor 13:13
13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
NKJV
· I like the way that the New American Standard put it…
1 Peter 1:1-2
To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
NASU

· Peter uses the word “aliens” or NKJV “pilgrims” for on this earth that is exactly what we are
John 15:18-20
18 "If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.  19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.  
NKJV

John 17:14-18
14 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  15 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one.  16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 
NKJV
…who are chosen 2. according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
· We are chosen, according to the FOREKNOWLEDGE, of God the Father
FOREKNOW, FOREKNOWLEDGE
A. Verb.
proginosko (
<START GREEK>proginw/skw
<END GREEK>, NT:4267), "to know before" (pro, "before," ginosko, "to know"), is used (a) of divine knowledge, concerning (1) Christ, 1 Peter 1:20, RV, "foreknown" (KJV, "foreordained"); (2) Israel as God's earthly people, Rom 11:2; (3) believers, Rom 8:29; "the foreknowledge" of God is the basis of His foreordaining counsels; (b) of human knowledge, (1) of persons, Acts 26:5; (2) of facts, 2 Peter 3:17.
(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.)
· We get our word “prognosis” from this word.

CORRECTION…
MISTAKE: I said that just because God knows a thing does not mean He acts upon that knowledge.
CORRECTION: God the Father, knowing a thing and God acting, or doing, are one and the same.  Because He is sovereign He is cannot separate Himself from knowing and doing, or vice versa.  He is love, therefore what He does is always, always, always, loving, for He cannot be otherwise.

· Why did Father choose us? Sanctify us? 
“…for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:”

…Because in His  foreknowledge, He chose us to be obedient  to the acknowledgement of the sacrifice of Christ and the forgiveness by the blood of Christ, shed on our behalf.
Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 
This “grace and peace” is to be ours to the fullest measure!

A “living hope; a Heavenly Inheritance

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

· If there were anyone that understood the application of abundant mercy Peter did, and so should we.
…has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
A Living hope…
· He speaks here of a begetting us to a “living Hope”.

· It is important that we make a distinction about our hope.  We do not hope the way that world does.

· Our hope is not based upon the anticipation of the possibility of something taking place.

· Our hope is a certainty of an absolute, expected outcome; not the possibility of one.

A heavenly inheritance…
…4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,…

· An “inheritance” is something that is bequeathed to someone.  It is a gift given, not something earned.

Paul wrote…
Rom 8:16-17
16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
ESV
4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
Warren Wiersbe 
1 Peter 1:2-3
Note the description of this inheritance, for it is totally unlike any earthly inheritance. For one thing, it is incorruptible, which means that nothing can ruin it. Because it is undefiled, it cannot be stained or cheapened in any way. It will never grow old because it is eternal; it cannot wear out, nor can it disappoint us in any way.
(from The Bible Exposition Commentary. Copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, and imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission.)
· Peter wants us to know this inheritance is perfect because it is God who gives it, and God is perfect.

· The Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, never changes and He is the one who keeps us!

Greatly Rejoice… even though

6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith — the salvation of your souls. 
· How do we rejoice, in the midst of grievous trials?

· How did Paul rejoice greatly, while being imprisoned, stoned, beaten, etc.

· How did Peter rejoice or David write beautiful psalms knowing the times they failed?
First:  Joy is eternal.  Happiness is temporal.  Joy is not subjected to circumstances, but happiness can be.  There is no such word as unjoyousness, but there is unhappiness.
Second: “In this…” In what?  The knowledge of the permanence of our hope… our salvation.  We need to understand that the Father test us, to mature us, with eternal life in mind.
…but Satan tempts us, to destroy us, with our eternal damnation his goal.
Third: 
Rom 8:18-19
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 
NKJV

1 Cor 2:9-12
9 But as it is written:
"Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him." 
10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 
NKJV

Remember God’s word tells us…
Rom 8:28-29
28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 
NKJV
It does not say ‘we see that’ or we ‘hope that’, but “…We know that!”





