
· Paul has given us at the end of this letter some basic truths from his own experience that we would do well to implement.

· Frist is that the we should not “worry” or be “anxious” or be “careful” for anything… but pray with a thankful heart.

· Secondly to allow ourselves to, indeed forcefully take our minds toward the eternal.

· 
· Phil 4:8-9
· 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy — meditate on these things.
Not one of these mentioned here are “material” only.

PLEASE NOTE: This is how our Lord and Savior taught it… Matt 6:25-34
· 25 "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?  26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 

· 28 "So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;  29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 
· 31 "Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.  34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 
NKJV

· Thirdly we need to think on the fact that it is not the “here and now” verses the eternal, but that the eternal truths of God’s Word are “treasure in heaven”.

· The Gnostics held the belief that all material is evil and therefore Jesus really never became a man and walked among us. Therefore, according to this heresy, there is the “material” and the “eternal” and they are separated.


·  9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you. 
· NKJV


· The outcome of our prayers has no affect on the Rock on which we stand… Our faith in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Your flesh will always go to the… 
…untrue, ignoble, injustice, impure, devoid of beauty, salacious, devoid of virtue, and finds nothing worthy of praise.

Philippian Generosity and Paul’s Position
10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has flourished again; though you surely did care, but you lacked opportunity. 11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

· Contentment is not the same as complacency.

· I do not believe that Paul is being fatalistic or Nihilistic but stating a position of trusting God for all things.
12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

· Paul praises the Philippians for their generosity and gives glory to God for it.

· He was neither begging for it nor minimizing the nature of it.
He was just saying “thank you”.
14 Nevertheless you have done well that you shared in my distress. 15 Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only. 16 For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account. 18 Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God. 

· Again, the supply of the basic needs of the inmates was supplied by the friends and family of the one imprisoned.

· This is what Paul is commending them on, as is so often the case with missionary endeavors, inmates, or the persecuted, out of site is out of mind.

19 And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 20 Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen
. 
· He was thankful for it, and assured them that God saw it, and was pleased. 


Matt 25:37-40
37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink?  38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You?  39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?'  40 And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.' 
· NKJV

· The promise that is held out here is that God is watching and will meet your need according to His riches not according to your want. 




Greeting and Blessing
21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me greet you. 22 All the saints greet you, but especially those who are of Caesar's household. 
23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
NKJV


