· We have been given by Paul many different instructions on what should be our thinking, as regards our relationship, and walk, with our God.

· These instructions  may be diverse but they are not static.  They are active and ongoing.

· These instructions are not just words on a page, but they are the Words of God toward us.


Redemption, Relationship, and Maturity

As we finish up this little book let’s understand these truths…
All that God does in our lives is to…
Bring us to salvation… “redemption”
Bring us into “Relationship” with Himself…
Bring us into “Maturity”  in that relationship.

Let me read some of these for you…
Phil 1:9-11
9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, 10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 
NKJV
Phil 1:21-22
21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
NKJV
Phil 1:27
27 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ,
NKJV
Phil 2:3-4
3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 
NKJV
Phil 2:5-6
5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 
NKJV
Phil 2:12-13
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 
NKJV
Phil 3:1
3 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe. 
NKJV
Phil 3:15-16
15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind. 
NKJV
Phil 3:17-18
17 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern. 
NKJV
Phil 4:1
…so stand fast in the Lord, beloved. 
NKJV
1 Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved. 
Be United, Joyful, and in Prayer
2 I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 And I urge you also, true companion, help these women who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life. 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 
5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 
6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

· Euodia and Syntyche where in the middle of a dispute of some type which is never pointed out.

· They were not perfect saints but they were “… in the Book of Life”
Again…
Man is not drawn toward a pretense of perfection.  He is drawn by persistent movement toward the better… truth.

· Against the backdrop of their dispute Paul issues this exhortation…
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 
· So what exactly does he mean in the word “rejoice”?

REJOICE NT:5463 chairo (khah'-ee-ro); a primary verb; to be "cheerful", i.e. calmly happy or well-off; impersonally, especially as salutation (on meeting or parting), be well:


1. chairo (
<START GREEK>xai/rw
<END GREEK>, NT:5463), "to rejoice," is most frequently so translated. As to this verb, the following are grounds and occasions for "rejoicing," on the part of believers: in the Lord, Phil 3:1; 4:4; His incarnation, Luke 1:14; His power, Luke 13:17; His presence with the Father, John 14:28; His presence with them, John 16:22; 20:20; His ultimate triumph, 8:56; hearing the gospel, Acts 13:48; their salvation, Acts 8:39; receiving the Lord, Luke 19:6; their enrollment in Heaven, Luke 10:20; their liberty in Christ, Acts 15:31; their hope, Rom 12:12 (cf. Rom 5:2; Rev 19:7); their prospect of reward, Matt 5:12; the obedience and godly conduct of fellow believers, Rom 16:19, RV, "I rejoice" (KJV, "I am glad"); 2 Cor 7:7,9; 13:9; Col 2:5; 1 Thess 3:9; 2 John 4; 3 John 3; the proclamation of Christ, Phil 1:18; the gospel harvest, John 4:36; suffering with Christ, Acts 5:41; 1 Peter 4:13; suffering in the cause of the gospel, 2 Cor 13:9 (1 st part); Phil 2:17 (1 st part); Col 1:24; in persecutions, trials and afflictions, Matt 5:12; Luke 6:23; 2 Cor 6:10; the manifestation of grace, Acts 11:23; meeting with fellow believers, 1 Cor 16:17, RV, "I rejoice"; Phil 2:28; receiving tokens of love and fellowship, Phil 4:10; the "rejoicing" of others, Rom 12:15; 2 Cor 7:13; learning of the well-being of others, 2 Cor 7:16.
(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.)
JOYFUL PRAYER

6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

· So many times the first part of this verse is read and the last, but leaving out the middle. 
…but in everything by prayer and supplication (petitions), with thanksgiving (praise), let your requests be made known to God; 
· The King James Version uses the word “careful which is the same worrisome.

· “anxious” is not one of the fruits of the spirit


but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;

· The word supplication or petition literally means to ‘present an olive branch’.

· If you are not at peace with the outcome (God’s answer) of your petitions…


· If you are not able to come to God with a thankful heart of praise regardless of the outcome of your prayers, you will be anxious…
NOTE:  Grief and sorrow are not indicators of a lack of trusting in God.  You can trust in God and experience the very human emotion of sorrow.

· But if you do then God makes this promise
7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

Spiritual Food for the Renewing of your Mind

Phil 4:8-9
8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy — meditate on these things. 9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you. 
NKJV
Paul wrote…
Rom 12:1-2
12 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
NKJV
· Our flesh, or old man wants nothing to do with the spiritual maturity of the new man.

· The outcome of our prayers has no affect on the Rock on which we stand… Our faith in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Your flesh will always go to the… 
…untrue, ignoble, injustice, impure, devoid of beauty, salacious, devoid of virtue, and finds nothing worthy of praise.

Philippian Generosity and Paul’s Position
10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has flourished again; though you surely did care, but you lacked opportunity. 11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

· I do not believe that Paul is being fatalistic or Nihilistic but stating a position of trusting God for all things.
12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

· Paul praises the Philippians for their generosity and gives glory to God for it.

· He was neither begging for it nor minimizing the nature of it.
He was just saying “thank you”.
14 Nevertheless you have done well that you shared in my distress. 15 Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only. 16 For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account. 18 Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God. 19 And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 20 Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen
. 
· He was thankful for it, and assured them that God saw it, and was pleased
Greeting and Blessing
21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me greet you. 22 All the saints greet you, but especially those who are of Caesar's household. 
23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
NKJV

