Phil 1:1-19
Introduction…Thank you
This is the letter of “joy” and “rejoicing”
Acts 16:11-14
11 Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, and the next day came to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is the foremost city of that part of Macedonia, a colony. And we were staying in that city for some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there.  
NKJV
· Philippi was almost completely gentile as there were not even enough Jews to warrant a synagogue, which require at least 10 Jews.
· Although a Greek city it was a Roman colony.

· It was the first city in Europe to be reached with the Gospel.

· Paul and Silas had been imprisoned there and now Paul writes this letter from another imprisonment..
· It is approximately 30 years since the crucifixion of Christ and it is not known how many years since the establishment of Philippian church

· The city was visited by Paul and the church was established after he left.


· Philippi was a Roman Colony in Macedonia (Greece) and many Italian Romans were transplanted there by Octavius.

TELL THE STRORY OF Paul’s first visit…read Acts 16
· Stalled at Troas…
· The vision of the Macedonian man…
· Lydia the seller of purple…
· The demonic servant girl…
· The Philippian jailer…

greetings fellow slaves…“bondservants of Jesus Christ”
Phil 1
1 Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ,
To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
REMEMBER:  You cannot have the peace of God without the grace of God first.
· Paul here refers to both himself and Timothy as “bondservants of Jesus Christ”
Paul refers to himself as a “Doulos” or slave by choice, for life.
He is an elder statesmen of the Gospel and he is possibly in his 60’s or 70’s
· He is responsible for the greater portion of the New Testament writings…
· He has planted churches all around the Mediterranean 

· He went toe to toe with Greek philosophy’s best minds on Mars Hill

· History remembers Nero as a mad emperor but undaunted Paul demanded himself to be brought to him

· In Philippi after being unjustly beaten he turned up the heat on the local magistrate… “You tell him come and get us…”

· In all of this he speaks of “joy” over 19 times in this short letter
· He refers to himself and Timothy as Dolui …. A willing servant 
· He refers to others as saints, elders and deacons 
saints… all
elders… spiritual leadership
deacons... material concerns such as “benevolence ministries”
· In all that Paul has experienced he speaks of joy, rejoicing, joy of the Lord.

· Joy has its bases in “the Lord Jesus Christ”…

· “happiness” has its bases the situations of the material world.
· There are times that we may have both at the same time but “joy in the Lord” does not change.
Neh 8:10
…for the joy of the Lord is your strength." 
NKJV
John 15:11-12
11 "These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.  
NKJV

Thankfulness and Prayer
3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, 5 for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; 7 just as it is right for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers with me of grace. 8 For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ. 
· Paul speaks of them as being in the “ministry” with him as they have furthered his ministry by their support of him.
· Are you in the ministry? 
“Ministry is what takes place when human need meets divine resources, through loving hands, for the glory of God.”  
Warren Wiersbe 

· Do not be deceived into thinking that you are not in the ministry because you are busy trying to survive another day.

· I have known many who believed that because they were not on some church’s paid staff they were not really in “the ministry”.
EXAMPLE: I  was frustrated with how little I was able to accomplish in Russia, when I was told by an elderly missionary “you only have so much time, and a great deal of it is spent trying to stay alive…”
again…

EXAMPLE:  the disappointed Russian lady who thought that she could never minister because she could never be a nun.

3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you..
· How does what you choose to remember affect your ministry?

· Does what you choose to remember incite you towards prayer and rejoicing?

· Paul remembrance bolstered his confidence…
6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;

· I am so glad that our God does not just complete a certain percentage of something He begins and then moves on… He completes it.

· we confident in our God…in our savior… In His work in those that we minister to?
Col 3:16-17
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 
NKJV

1 Tim 4:12-13
12 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 
NKJV
· We need to understand that our God does not treat us according to what He knows but on what we do in this moment.


· Paul’s confidence in them enabled him to show the affection of Jesus Christ 

; 7 just as it is right for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers with me of grace. 8 For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ. 
Eph 3:20-21
20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.
Paul’s prayer for them…
9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, 10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God
knowledge and all discernment,
· So often people think that loving someone means that you don’t need to be acting out of knowledge or discernment.

· Love is being willing to consider what is best for the individual with understanding.

· Love is being open to the discernment that God gives by His Holy Spirit and acting upon that “Knowledge”.

· 
…sincere and without offense…

· Without wax.  Wax was used to conceal flaws that the pot or statue had.
· to conceal a flaw..

11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ
· We are not perfect people, loving and ministering to imperfect people.   We are flawed, yet redeemed people filled with the fruits of righteousness which are BY Jesus Christ



