PRAY…
BE PRESENT…
BE DELIBERATE…
BE CALM.

“Ministry is what takes place when human need meets divine resources, through loving hands, for the glory of God.”  
Warren Wiersbe 
· Before Paul takes the reader any further he wants to establish what should be their heart towards our savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, his heart toward them, and their heart toward each other.

· There are some heavy truths contained in this letter  but the focus is solidly our joy derived from our relationship with Lord and each other.

Paul’s prayer for them…
9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, 10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God
knowledge and all discernment,
· So often people think that loving someone means that you don’t need to be acting out of knowledge or discernment.

Prov 15:19
21 Folly is joy to him who is destitute of discernment,
But a man of understanding walks uprightly. 
NKJV

· Love is being willing to consider what is best for the individual with understanding.

· Love is being open to the discernment that God gives by His Holy Spirit and acting upon that “Knowledge”.

· 
…sincere and without offense…

· Without wax.  Wax was used to conceal flaws that the pot or statue had.

· to conceal a flaw..
Jesus said to Nathaniel…
John 1:47
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!" 
NKJV
· Sometimes we present ourselves different then we truly are.  We are insincere.  Insincerity destroys paints over the truth, and prohibits  humility.

11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ
· We are not perfect people, loving and ministering to imperfect people.   We are flawed, yet redeemed people filled with the fruits of righteousness which are BY Jesus Christ

· All fruits of righteousness bring glory to God which are His to begin with.


· How we are toward each other is evidence of our salvation and brings glory to Him…

· The World is watching 


Christ Is Preached… Preach Christ!
12 But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, 13 so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; 14 and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 
· The trials and tribulation to which we find ourselves, and how we depend on Christ in the midst of them, is one the most powerful evidences of our redemption.

· Not only is the world watching but other believers are strengthen and emboldened in their faith, and their struggles.
Are others encouraged by your “sufferings” and seek to glorify Christ as you have, or…

ILLUSTRATE: Tell the story of officer Bob Heard being comforted by the believing parents of the child he had accidently shot and killed in the pursuit of murder.

· Can you imagined  being “chained” to Paul the apostle, watching the care for him pouring in everyday?   Who is this guy? 

15 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from goodwill: 16 The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains; 17 but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel. 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice. 

· Sometimes those that think they are doing us great harm, inadvertently finding themselves furthering the Kingdom of God.

ILLUSTRATE: Tell the story of N.O.W. showing one the best anti-abortion documentaries made, to a virulent chapter of pro-abortionist women… It backfired!

Our confidence: To Live Is Christ…

19 For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

· Later on, in this same letter, Paul would make it very clear…
Phil 3:3-4
3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, 
NKJV
· Our confidence is not in what we have done but in what our lord has done for us.

· This is where Paul’s (ours) assurance comes from.
“…earnest expectation…”

· Our Father is constantly moving man from self-confidence to God confidence, which is the only way we can possess a “earnest expectation”

· Living for Christ is the only way that “to die is gain”
If you live for wealth, then dying is to loose it all.
If you live for fame, then dying is to loose it all.

· There is nothing you can live for other than Christ where dying is gain.

 22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 24 Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you. 25 And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith, 26 that your rejoicing for me may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again. 

· NOTE: This is why we continue to pray for healing pursue healthy living if we can.  Because it should be more profitable for the Kingdom of God.


Striving and Suffering for Christ


The Gift of Belief…
The privilege of suffering…

27 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God. 29 For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 30 having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me.
NKJV
· Paul starts with conduct or “conversation” in KJV.

· This is where we get the word “politic” from, which is your allegiances or you manner of life.

· Your “adversaries”?  Their conduct is evidence of their path.  Don’t concern yourself   with them.

· Enduring suffering  “For His sake” is an honor, not as wages earned, but as a furtherance of the Gospel and the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ

· 
