we live in a world where everyone is in a perpetual state of being victimized.
After we see ourselves as victims we excuse away actions, or inaction with PTSD and a cadre of  psychoses.

We are so busy being victimized we don’t even  realize that we are doing it to ourselves.

We have come to believe that we are the hapless targets of an endless number of enemies… and we believe we are powerless to do anything about it…
so we look for it.
Our Part…
7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ  9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 

· Please notice how many times Paul uses personal pronouns.

· Not once does Paul “identify” himself as a victim, on the contrary, he saw those things that were gain for him as nothing.

· This is our part.  It is not defeated resignation but activity… “I do..” 
· “…I have counted”.
These are not coincidental but are there so that we understand that our following Christ are choices that we make.

· Why, or how could you walk away, and count as worthless everything that you have spent your life trying to achieve?
· your heritage? 
· your birthright?
· your inheritance?
· your status?
· your education?
· your hard fought “perfection”?

Perspective!
· It is either earthbound or heaven bound 

· Before Christ Paul would kill to preserve it…
· After Christ he would sacrifice his own life to lay ahold of that redemption, that mercy, righteousness by Grace through faith.

· That perspective is the only perspective that has eternal value!

How do we deal with our past?

10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

· Paul states why he, or we, should forsake everything…

· This is exactly what Jesus prayed for us… 
John 17:1-4
17 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: "Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You,  2 as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him.  3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 
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“…you seek understanding?”
“I seek only you!”
“Then you already understand.”

Phil 3:12-16
12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
· Perfection in this life is not what we seek.  We seek Him.

· We remember a lot of bad before we came to Christ and after.

· Paul tells us how he handles his past. 

· He doesn’t  focus on it but on what God has done, is doing, and will yet do.


NOTE: All the feast in the O.T. memorial in nature…Passover, Unleavened Bread, Feast of Tabernacles etc.
When we “remember” our Father desires that we remember what the Lord has done

15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind. 
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· Man is not drawn toward a pretense of perfection.  He is drawn by persistent movement toward the better… truth.

· This is how Jesus defined truth…
John 14:1-6
14 "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.  2 In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.  4 And where I go you know, and the way you know." 5 Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?" 
6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 
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· I read all that passage because we need to hear again what our Lord Jesus promised us

· There are only two objectives in view in this passage and again in John 17…
The way to the Father… Jesus
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent
Phil 3:17-21
17 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern. 18 For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame — who set their mind on earthly things. 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself. 
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· let us be reminding each other of all that our God has done.

· Let us be reminding each other to focus on true, noble, just…

Phil 4:8-10
8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy — meditate on these things. 9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you. 
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