

Philemon:
An exhortation to Christian Forgiveness
· We are continuing our study through the New Testament, as these letters were written, chronologically.

· The letter written to Philemon by Paul while he was imprisoned in Rome the first time and was the most personal of all his letters. 

· Most of the “churches” at that time met in homes and the majority of the letters were written to these churches. 

· These churches would make copies of the letters written and then were read within the churches and then passed along to others.

· This letter was initially not read, copied, and passed along, because it was a personal letter, written to a friend of which Paul had led to Christ; Philemon in Colosse.

· Onesimus was a runaway slave that had possibly stolen some money from Philemon, his master, then fled to Rome where he was led to Christ by Paul.

· Letters could be written on behalf of a “found” runaway slave and this letter could be just that with one difference…


· They are both  born-again children of God, and in that kingdom, on equal standing as brothers…


 Christian Forgiveness and Exhortation 
Philemon
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our beloved friend and fellow laborer, 2 to the beloved Apphia, Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
· Paul begins his letter with the usual greeting of “Grace and Peace”, and there is never “peace” and then “grace”, for there could never be any peace except for the Grace of God.

· He points out that he himself is now a prisoner writing on behalf of a runaway slave.  

· He points out that he is a fellow laborer, and fellow soldier along with the others mentioned, most likely Philemon’s wife and son.
Exhortation verses Condemnation
Philemon's Love and Faith
4 I thank my God, making mention of you always in my prayers, 5 hearing of your love and faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints, 6 that the sharing of your faith may become effective by the acknowledgment of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. 7 For we have great joy and consolation in your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed by you, brother. 
· In today’s world it has become difficult to tell the difference between exhortation out of heart of love and condemnation which has neither.

· Exhorting or ‘beseeching” some one should always include recognition of the facts, of what God has already done, in either the individual(s) or the congregation(s)


· Paul is acting as an intercessor on behalf of Onesimos and begins with a thankful heart for the love and service of Philemon.

· He is not “buttering up” the one who has been wronged nor is he being dismissive to him, but is stating the simple truth.

· Philemon and his family were “fellow laborers” and “fellow soldiers” at Colosse.

· We should strive to “see” what “God has wrought” before one is exhorted…
Dan 4:2-3
2 I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that the high God hath wrought toward me. 3 How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to generation.
KJV
· We should be willing, as Nebuchadnezzar was, to “shew” what God was doing or has been doing in his life to reveal His kingdom.

Paul wrote…
1 Cor 13:4-7
4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
NKJV

The Plea for Onesimus
8 Therefore, though I might be very bold in Christ to command you what is fitting, 9 yet for love's sake I rather appeal to you — being such a one as Paul, the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ —  10 I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten while in my chains, 11 who once was unprofitable to you, but now is profitable to you and to me. 
· Paul did not want to claim apostolic authority as a right to “command” which would have lessened  the benefit of having chose to act as a brother in Christ instead of  a wronged “owner”.

· Paul is not disputing the wrong done but encouraging him to act from a different place

Exhortation God’s Way…

12 I am sending him back. You therefore receive him, that is, my own heart, 13 whom I wished to keep with me, that on your behalf he might minister to me in my chains for the gospel. 14 But without your consent I wanted to do nothing, that your good deed might not be by compulsion, as it were, but voluntary. 
15 For perhaps he departed for a while for this purpose, that you might receive him forever, 16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave — a beloved brother, especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
· It is important to note that Paul is not endorsing slavery as such, but is recognizing what Philemon had a legal right to within the system of that culture.

· There was estimated to be 60 million “slaves” within the Roman empire at that time.


· There were many that were made slaves, or became slaves willing to pay off a debt, or were simply born that way.  There were many different reasons.

· Some slaves were allowed to become bandits during their off times. 

· Paul encourages Philemon to think about the fact that this “perhaps” may have been what God was doing all along for the furtherance of the Gospel.


NOTE: There have been many times that people have parted company only to see that God multiplied ministry.
Tell the story Ray Bentely and Mike Macintosh, Jack Hibbs and myself and many, many more.

· We have very little insight into what God is doing through us and others.
Isa 55:8-11
8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the Lord. 9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 "For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And do not return there, But water the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed to the sower And bread to the eater, 11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 
NKJV
Remember He is our king and we His servants.  His kingdom… His way.
Philemon's Obedience Encouraged
17 If then you count me as a partner, receive him as you would me. 18 But if he has wronged you or owes anything, put that on my account. 19 I, Paul, am writing with my own hand. I will repay — not to mention to you that you owe me even your own self besides. 20 Yes, brother, let me have joy from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in the Lord. 
21 Having confidence in your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 22 But, meanwhile, also prepare a guest room for me, for I trust that through your prayers I shall be granted to you. 
· There is nothing wrong with “beseeching” a brother or sister in Christ but note this…
Forgiveness is not optional; period!
To address an offense or to exhort a brother or sister can be.
· We are not obligated to address every offense, nor are we to pretend that there was never an offence to begin with.
· Remember that maturely addressing or encouraging  another, or enduring wrong, should always be directed by the Holy Spirit.

· We do not know what ever happened with Philemon and Onesimus, however Ignatius ( early church father) wrote that Onesimus became the Pastor at Ephesus.
Paul lived out the parable of the good Samaritan… 18 But if he has wronged you or owes anything, put that on my account.
Farewell
23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, 24 as do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow laborers. 
25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.


NKJV
