· This is the Sunday typically celebrated as “Palm Sunday”.

· In scripture is often referred to as “The Triumphal Entry”.

· It is often spoken of as the first day of the “passion week” culminating in the death and resurrection of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.

· For the Jews it was the fulfilment of the promised Prophet, king and deliver…
Deut 18:15-16
15 "The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear, 
NKJV

John wrote…
John 12:12-16
12 The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out:
"Hosanna!
'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!' 
The King of Israel!" 
14 Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: 
15 "Fear not, daughter of Zion;
Behold, your King is coming,
Sitting on a donkey's colt." 
16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about Him and that they had done these things to Him. 
NKJV
· For those of us who live on the other side of these events it means so very much more… ETERNALLY MORE!!!

“Belief in, and suffering for Christ, are both associated with God’s grace…”
Walvord and Zuche

29 For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 30 having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me.
NKJV
· Paul starts with conduct or “conversation” in KJV.

· This is where we get the word “politic” from, which is your allegiances or you manner of life.

· Your “adversaries”?  Their conduct is evidence of their path.  Don’t concern yourself   with them.

· Enduring suffering  “For His sake” is an honor, not as wages earned, but as a furtherance of the Gospel and the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ

The Mind of Christ
“Internal supports to withstand external pressures…”
Don Baker
Phil 2:1-18
2 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 
· God has given us given us many graces that we just “walk by” for whatever the reason…

ILLUS:  “I am going to the store”. She/he says, “if you are going to the store, could you pick up this…?” 

SENSE THERE IS…
 Therefore SENSE THERE IS… consolation in Christ, 
SENSE THERE IS… comfort of love,
SENSE THERE IS… fellowship of the Spirit, 
SENSE THERE IS… affection and mercy, 
THEN…
2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 
· The Father has given to us His Son to redeem us. 

· His Spirit to lead, equip and empower us… and we can just be “pass-over”  believers 

EXPLAIN: I have noticed a tendency myself that I often see things that require my attention, that would only require me to stop, bend down, and pick it up.   However I just pass over it.  No matter how many times I Passover it still remains.  I think somehow that if I just ignore it long enough, it will some how change.

Have… allow… don’t hinder or restrain… LET THIS

The Humbled and Exalted Christ

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 

· Do you want internal supports to withstand external pressures? Stop passing over your relationship with the Father.

Matt 16:25-27
 25 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.  26 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 
NKJV

· Stop clinging to the things of this world and take on the attitude of a servant; of Christ.

· Imagine your life and what you have had to “give up” in comparison to what He gave up.

“A man is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep, to gain  that which he cannot loose.”
Jim Elliot

let me put it this way…
If you don’t believe that Jesus is God come in the flesh, and gave Himself as the substitutionary sacrifice for the sins of the world…
YOU WILL WITHOUT A DOUBT!

9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
· Many have thought that being made to bow and made to confess that “Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” will be a coerced confession;  it will not.

· They will do so as believers, not from faith, but from fact!
Israel will bow…
Iran will bow…
Russia will bow…
America, Great Britan, France, Turkmenistan, Brazil etc. etc. 
ALL WILL BOW, ALL WILL CONFESS. PERIOD.
They will not do so as the redeemed, but as the justifiably condemned.

They will do so having condemned themselves by their unbelief in this life.

So wherein lies the “victory” of “Palm Sunday”?
 That Jeshua Messiah entered Jerusalem, as it was foretold of Him to the very day, 
…and was crucified as was foretold of Him to the letter 
…and was raised again as was foretold of Him  
…and seated at the right hand of God the Father 
AND HE IS COMING AGAIN FOR US


